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Executive Summary

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

A request was received from Middleton Township for the Council to 
undertake a consultation with local residents of the Durnford Street area of 
Middleton to gauge opinion on a future residents parking scheme. 

In recent years concerns have been raised by local residents relating to 
non-resident vehicles parking outside properties in the area during 
working hours. Although this is not illegal and no person has a right to 
reserve a space on the highway, the practice is causing inconvenience to 
local residents

A consultation leaflet was distributed to all residential properties within the 
proposed zone on 20th August 2019. The deadline for responses was 12th 
September 2019.

Responses were received from 45.7% of the properties which were 
consulted, with 67.78% of respondents voting in support of the scheme 
and 32.22% voting against.  The supporters of the scheme represent 
30.98% of the total number of consultees.

The report outlines the full results of the consultation.

Recommendation

2. Based on the results of the consultation, the Committee should decide on 
whether to promote a new Traffic Regulation Order for a Residents Only 
Parking scheme within the Durnford Street area of Middleton.



Reason for Recommendation

3. Summary of Results

3.1      Total leaflets delivered – 326

Total responses – 149 
(45.7% response)

Yes votes – 101
(67.78% of total responses)
(30.98% of total delivered)

No votes – 48
(32.22% of total responses)
(14.72% of total delivered)

Preferred hours of operation
24 hours              70 (67.31%)
9am-10pm          17 (16.35%)
9am- 5pm           15 (14.42)
8am-8pm             1 (0.96%)
8am-6pm             1 (0.96%)

Total                     104 (x3 residents voted No but still filled this section in)

Preferred days of operation
7 days                  80 (77.67%)
Mon-Fri                13 (12.62)
Mon-Sat              10 (9.71%)

Total                     103 (x2 residents voted No but still filled this section in)

Key Points for Consideration

4.

4.1

4.2

4.3

The public consultation has returned a level of support of 67.78%. The 
current Council policy states that proposed schemes should require 
support from at least 65% of returned consultation votes.

It should be noted that in considering the results, although the criteria of 
65% has been met, the number of supporters represents 31% of the total 
number of households consulted.  The introduction of a scheme would 
result in imposing the regulations on 69% of residents whom did not vote 
yes.

Two previous consultations resulted in a level of support below 65%.

Middleton Township has not commissioned the Council to undertake a 
BEAT survey. This is usually carried out to determine whether or not there 
is a robust justification for removing the ability of the general public to park 



4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

on the affected streets and to provide a privilege to residents only. The 
residents parking criteria states that 75% of the kerb side space must be 
un-available for more than 3 hours per day. 

The majority of respondents voted for a scheme to be made operational 
24 hours a day 7 days a week.

Members are reminded that the proposal would need to be legally 
advertised in the press and that anyone (not just residents) are able to 
object to the introduction of the scheme and an objection report would be 
brought to Middleton Township for resolution as part of the statutory traffic 
regulation order making process.

A copy of the consultation leaflet and summary of comments received are 
attached at Appendix B and C of this report, respectively.

Alternatives Considered

There is no statutory requirement for the Council as Highway Authority to 
provide parking to any individual.

Members could choose to explore other forms of managing on-street 
parking, such as limited waiting parking bays and no waiting at any time 
restrictions.

Costs and Budget Summary

5.

5.1

Should the Committee choose to promote a new residents parking 
scheme, funding has already been allocated from Middleton Township.

Should Committee decide not to proceed with the promotion of a residents 
parking scheme then the remaining funding can be returned to Middleton 
Township.

Risk and Policy Implications

The Council has a statutory duty to ensure that its highways operate 
safely and efficiently, for all traffic including pedestrians.

6.

Consultation

7.

7.1

7.2

Consultation leaflets were distributed to 326 households on 20th August 
2019.

The consultation period ended on 12th September 2019.

Total leaflets delivered – 326



Total responses – 149 
(45.7% response)

Yes votes – 101
(67.78% of total responses)
(30.98% of total delivered)

No votes – 48
(32.22% of total responses)
(14.72% of total delivered)

Background Papers Place of Inspection
None



APPENDIX  A – Copy of consultation leaflet and plan









APPENDIX  B – Summary of comments from residents

This is the 3rd consultation. Seem unable to accept results. Manipulating vote 
percentages and extent of zone in an attempt to achieve the answer you want is 
undemocratic

Request for 20mph zone in addition

Parking is already difficult in Middleton. Residents are selfish in requesting a 
permit scheme

Scheme would make it difficult for visitors to park and leave me isolated

Staff and visitors to the clinic create parking problems

How will it be policed

Obstruction to driveways is a problem

Parking problems are caused by the school

Shoppers use the area

Residents of Ninian and Exeter Courts should be excluded from the scheme

I have a driveway so I am not affected

Not necessary. I can always find a space to park and don’t expect to park outside 
my own house

Agree if parking is allowed on both sides of the street

Would prefer if first permit was automatically issued to every address

Already pay council tax so should not have to pay for visitors to park

Not beneficial for Mirfield Drive

Charge of £25 per for permits is scandalous

Should be 2 free permits

Residents of flats and office workers park in the area

Should be one permit per house

Where do family and friends park

Proposed double yellow lines at junction of Mirfield Drive and Durnford Street 
would make it impossible to clean my car outside my garage

I struggle to park outside my house

Parking would be helped by removing yellow lines

Lever Street is constantly congested

No need for this expense



Main congestion problems are at Mellalieu Street and Long Street

Disagree with removing disabled bays

Problems are caused by households having too many cars

Should be limited to 2 permits each

Scheme is a form of taxation

Should be 2 free permits per household

Parking problems also occur evening, overnight and weekends

Experience of residents parking schemes in other towns is that they create more 
problems than they solve

No benefit to residents of Mellalieu Street

Parking is not an issue on Durnford Street

Parking on Mellalieu Street is caused by the 32 apartments and all will be eligible 
for permits

Parking meters on Old Boars Head car park and long stay parking on Long Street 
is becoming an issue

I hope that the map of lines is accurate so some yellow lines are removed


